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I 
I 

Listing of Claims: 

i 
I 
j 

1 . (currently amended) A method of executing an e v e nt function in an 

interactive television system, the method comprjislng: 

i 

associating each of a plurality of [[a]] function s of an interactive 

t 

television system with a room identifier corresponding to a physical room location in a 

I 

home [[an]] onvironmont of tho i n tonj o tivo to l evis i on syst e m ; 

r 

displavinq.an Interactive menu displaying the plurality of room 
identifiers: : 

i 

in response to a selection of a particular room identifier, allowing a user 
to select the function associated with the particular room identifier; and 

in response to a selection of the function being selected , e nabling an 
e v e nt associated with executing the function within the interactive television system 
rather than the corresponding physical room . 

2, (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the function includes 
at least one feature associated with the particular room identifier [ocat i on . 



3. (canceled) 



4. (canceled) 
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5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
requiring verification input if the particular room identifier t ocatlon is a 

restricted room identifier l oc a t i OR , 

6. (canceled) 

7. (original) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

customizing a feature in one of the functions, 

8. (original) The method of claim. 2, further comprising: 

setting the feature in one of active state or inactive state. 

9. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein additional video is displayed with 
a representation of the feature or function. 

10. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein additional text is displayed with a 
representation of the feature or function, i 

1 1 - (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

creating a personal room function associated with a restricted-access 
room identifier location in the home e nvironment of the i ntoractlvo tolovision s y ctom . 



3 
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12. (original) The method of claim 11, further comprising: 

activating at least one feature associated with the personal room 

function. 

1 3. (currently amended) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a machine-readable medium having stored thereon instaictions to: 

associate a function with a particular room identffier, the particular room 
identifier conrespondinq to a physical room location in a home an onvironmont of tho 
int e ractiv e t e l evi Glon system ; 

provide an interactive menu displaying a plurality of room identifiers 
including the particular room identifier; 

in respons_e_tQ a selection of the particular room identifier displaying an 
option to select the function associated with the particular room Identifier: and 

in response to q soleotion of the function being selected , e nabl e- a n 
e v e nt -as soclatod with executing the function within the interactive television system 
rather than the corresponding physical room . 

14. (currently amended) An apparatus for executing afl-evefrt function in an 
interactive television system, the apparatus comprising: 

means for associating a function with a particular npom identifier, the 
particular room identtfier corresponding to a physical room l ocation in a home aft 
cnvironmoRt of the i ntoroctivo t ^lev4steR-5yst-em; 

4 
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means for providing an interactive menu displavino a plurality of room 



identifiers including the particular room id'entifier: 

means for responding to a selection of the particular room identifier 
and displaying an option to select the function associated with the particular room 
identifier: and j 

communicatively coupled to the associating means, means for 

executing the function e nab l ing -a n event iassociat e d with tho function, in response to 

I 

a Goloction of the function being selectedL the function executing within the interactive 
television system rather than the corresptandina physical room . 

i 

15. (currently amended) A methcjd.of organizing infomiation in an interactive 
television system, the method comprising: 

displaying a function that is! associated with a particular room identifier, 
the particular room identifier corresponding to a physical room locat i on in a home a R 
e nvironmont of tho i ntoractivo tc t ov i sion system ; 

providing an interactive menu displaying a plurality of room identifiers 

I 
I 

including the particular room identifier: , 

I 

in response to a selection df the particular room Identifier, displaying an 

I 

option to select the function associated with the particular room identrfier: and 

in response to a s ele ction of the function being selected , onab li ng an 



e v e nt assoc i at e d with executing the function within the interactive television system 

j 

rather than the corresponding physical room . 



5 
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16. (currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein the function 

I 

includes at least one feature associated with the particular room identifier l ocat i on . 



17. (canceled) 



18. (canceled) 



1 9. (currently amended) The metjhod of claim 1 5. further comprising: 

requiring verification input if the particular room identifier locat le n is a 
restricted room identifier l ocation . j 

! 

I 
! 
I 

20, (canceled) \ 

I 

21. (original) The method of claim 16, further comprising: 

I 

customizing a feature in one of the functions. 

22, (original) The method of clairh 16. further comprising: 

setting the feature in one of active state or inactive state. 



23. (original) The method of clairh 16 wherein additional video is displayed 
with a representation of the feature or function. 



6 
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24. (original) The method of claim 16 wherein additional text is displayed with 
a representation of the feature or function. 

25. (currently amended) The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

creating a personal function associated with a restricted-access room 
identifier locat i on in the home e nvironment of tho i nteractiv e tolov i o i on syst e m , 

26. (original) The method of claim 25, further comprising: 

activating at least one feature associated with the personal function. 

27. (canceled) 

28. (canceled) 

29. (currently amended) A method of organizing information in an interactive 
television system, the method comprising: 

providing an interactive menu displaying a plurality of room identifiers, 
the roomjdentrfiers con^spondina to a physical room in a home: 

in response to a selection of a room identifier, disDlavina s e l e cting a 
settings menu that includ e s with a plurality of functions at l oast on e funct i on 
corr e spond i ng to a location in an e nvironment of tho int e ractiv e t ele vision syst e m ; 

selecting one of the functions in the settings menu: 
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jf the selected function corresponds to a personalized room identifier 
location , then requiring a verification input, and if the verification input is valid, then 
activating the selected function p ermitting a footuro i n the sel e ctod funct i on to be 
activatod ; 

If the selected function does not correspond to a personalized room 
identifier tooation , then activatina the selected functlo_n perm i tting a foatu r o i n tho 
e e t e et od function to bo activatod ; and 

if the activated function f eatof^ is [[a]] customizable featwe, then 
permitting input of a name for the activated function foaturo and a directory path to an 
application associated with the activated function feature, 

wherein the activated function occurs within the interactive television 
system rather than the corresponding physical room . 

30. (currently amended) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a machine-readable medium having stored thereon instructions to: 
provide an interactive menu displavinq a plurality of room identlfiers,_the 

room identifiers corresponding to physical rooms in a home: 

in response to a selection of a room identifier, display se l ect a settings 

menu that includ e s with a plurality of functions at loact ono f unct i on corr e sponding to 

a location in an e nvironm e nt of tho i ntoractivo tolov i sion syst e m ; 

select one of the functions in the settings menu; 



8 
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if the selected function corresponds to a personalized room identifier 
l oc a t i e fi, then require a verification input, and if the verification input is valid, then 
activate the selected function pormrt a foaturo in the solootod function to bo act i vat e d ; 

if the selected function does not con^espond to a personalized room 
identifier l ocation , then activate the selected function p ormit a feature in th e s ele cted 
function to b e activat e d ; and 

if the activated function featufs is [[a]] customizable featiwB, then permit 
input of a name for the activated function featur e and a directory path to an 
application associated with the activated function featur e ^ 

wherein the activated function occurs within the interactive television 
svstem rather than the corresponding physical room . 

31. (currently amended) An apparatus for organizing information in an 
interactive television system, the apparatus comprising: 

means for providing an interactive menu to display a plurality of npom 
identrfiers, the room identifiers corresponding to phvsical rooms in a home; 

means fo r responding to a selection of a room identifier and displaying 
solooting a settings menu that inc l ud e s with a pluralitv of functions con-esponding to 
phvsical rooms at - teost ono function corrosponding to a l ocation in an e nvironm e nt of 
the interact i ve t e l e vision syst e m ; 

communicatively coupled to the means for displaying co l oct i ng the 
settings menu, means for selecting one of the functions in the settings menu; 

9 
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communicatively coupled to the means for selecting one of the 
functionSp means for requiring a verification input if the selected function corresponds 
to a personalized room identrfier l ocation and for activating the selected function 
permitting q f eature in the s ele otod function to b e activ a t ed if the verification input is 
valid; 

communicatively coupled to the means for selecting one of the 
functions, means for activating the selected function permitting a foaturo in tho 
coloGtod function to bo act i vat e d if the selected function does not correspond to a 
personalized room identrfier location ; and 

communicatively coupled to the means for permitting the function 
f e atur e, means for permitting input of a name for the activated function featwe and a 
directory path to an application associated with the activated function foaturo if the 
activated function featttpe is [[a]] customizable f e atur e ^ 

wherein the activated function occurs within the interactive television 
system rather than the con-esponding physical room . 

32. (currently amended) A method of processing Information in an interactive 
television system, the method comprising: 

checking a settings table to determine active functions and inactive 
functions, the active functions and the inactive functions corresponding to room 
identifiers con'esponding to physical rooms in a home aGoeoiated locat i ons in an 
environment of th e int e ractiv e t e l e vision syst e m ; 

displaying each active function; 

10 
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selecting one of the active functions; 

if the selected active function is a personalized function cprresponding 
to a personal ipom identifier location , then requiring a verification input] and If the 
verification input is valid, then displaying at least one active feature assjociated with 
the selected active function; 

if the selected active function is not a personalized function, then 
displaying at least one active feature associated with the selected active function; 
and 

selecting at least one of the active features and executing the selected 



121016 



active feature within the interactive television system rather than the corresponding 



Dhvsical room onab l ing an ovont acsoc i atod w i th the s el ect e d activ e f s atur e. 



ctions to: 
inactive 
to room 
I n - an 



33. (currently amended) An article of manufacture, comprising: 
a machine-readable medium having stored thereon instrt 
check a settings table to determine active functions and 1 

functions, the active functions and the inactive functions corresponding 

identifiers corresponding to phvsical rooms in a home assoc i at e d location s 

e nvironm e nt of th e i nt e ractiv e t e l e vi s ion s y s t e m ; 
display each active function; 
select one of the active functions; 
Ffthe selected active function Is a personalized function cbrresponding 

to a personal room identifier l ocation , then require a verification input, and if the 



11 
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verification input is valid, then display at least one active feature associated with the 
selected active function; 

if the selected active function is not a personalized function, then 
display at least one active feature associated with the selected active function; and 

select at least one of the active features and execute the selected 
active feature within the interactive television system rather than the corresponding 
physical room onabfing an e v o nt asG OG i atod with th e s e l o ctod ac tivc - fbatur e. 

34. (cun'ently amended) An apparatus for processing information in an 
interactive television system, the apparatus comprising: 

means for checking a settings table to detemnine active functions and 

I 

inactive functions, the active functions and the inactive functions corresponding to 
room identifiers corresponding to phvsical rooms in a home ac soc iato d locat i ons in 
an environment of tho i n t o r oot i vo to l ovioion system ; 

communicatively coupled to -the checking means, means for displaying 
each active function; 

communicatively coupled to the displaying means, means for selecting 
one of the active functions; 

communicatively coupled to the selecting means, means for requiring a 
verification input if the selected active function is a personalized function 
corresponding to a personal room identifier l ocat i on and for displaying at least one 
active feature associated with the selected active function rf the verification input is 
valid; 



12 
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communicatively coupled to the selecting means, means for displaying 
at least one active feature associated with the selected active function rf the selected 
active function is not a personalized function; and 

communicatively coupled to the selecting means, means for selecting at 
least one of the active features and for executing the selected active feature within 
the interactive television system rather than the corresponding physical room 
e nabling an ovont associat e d w i th thcK>o i dctod aot l v e f e atur e. 

35. (currently amended) An apparatus for enabling a user interface in an 

I 

interactive television system, the apparatus comprising: 

a set top box communicatively coupled to the display device and 
capable to transmit television signals to a display deyice, the set top box including a 

; I 
j t 

user interface engine capable to display ajfunction associated with a particular room 
identifier, the particular room Identifier corresponding to a physical room te catton in a 
home nn nnvlronmont of the i nt e ractiv e t e levision sy s t e m , the user Interface engine 
further capable to display an interactive menu having a plurality of room identifiers 
Including the particular room identifier and, in response to a selection of the particular 
room identifier, display an option to selectithe function : 

the set top box further including a controller capable to execute the user 
interface engine and to execute the function onab i c an ev e nt in response to a 
ooloGtion of the function being selected, ^h'e executed function occurring within the 
interactive television system rather than the corresponding physical room . 



13 
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36. (currently amended) The appaijatus of claim 35 wherein the function 
includes at least one feature associated with the particular room identifier location . 

' I: 
I I . 

37- (original) The apparatus of claim 36 further comprising: an application 
associated with the feature, the controller executing the application in response to a 
selection of the feature. 

38. (original) The apparatus of claim 36 wherein selection of the feature 
provides information associated with the selected feature. 

39. (currently amended) The appiaratus of claim 36 wherein the user 
interface engine is capable to check for a verification input if the selected function is 
associated with a restricted room identifier 'location . 

40. (original) The apparatus of claim 36 wherein the user interface engine Is 
capable to set a feature in active state or inactive state. 

41 - (currently amended) An apparatus for enabling a user interface in an 
interactive television system, the apparatus comprising: 

a remote control device capable to transmit command signals; 

a controller capable to execute a function in response to a selection of 
the function : and 



14. 
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I jl 

a user interface engine exebutable by the controller in response to 

. i! 

comnnand signals from the remote control jdevice to pernnrt access to a function 
associated with a particular room identifrer, the particular room identifier 
con-espondinq to a physical room l ocat i on in a home an env i ronment of th e 
int e ractivo tolovis i on syst e m^ 

wherein the executed function occurs within the interactive television system 



rather than the corresponding physical room . 



42. (canceled) 



43. (curently amended) An appar;atus for providing to a user of an interactive 
television system, a home-style user inteJrface that is -organized according to a 
plurality of rooms in a home th e u se r' s-sfcFFg ounding locations , the apparatus 
comprising: 

a set top box including a storage capable to store rnforniation associated with 
each of a plurality of features, each featune associated with a room identifier 
corresponding to one of the plurality of rooms locations , the set top box further 
capable to receive and interpret a command signal and capable to fonnat a television 
screen layout from the interpreted commialiiid sicnal . the television screen layout 

: I; 

including an interactive menu displaying a 'plurality of room identifiers and associated 
features, the set too box [[and]] capable tp transmit the television screen layou t, the 
set top box capable of executing a featureibased on a received and interpreted 



IS 
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command signal indicative of a selected 



eature, the executed feature occurring 



wtthin the interactive television system ralther than the corres ponding room; 



a television including a television screen, the television communicatively 



receive the television screen layout from 
television screen layout on the television 



coupled to the set top box and capable to 
the set top box and capable to display the 
screen; and • i; 

a user input device communicatively coupled to the set top box and capab le to 
capable to detect a user input and capable^ to convert the user input into the 
command signal and transmrt the commanti signal to the set top box. 



44. (canceled) 



45. (canceled) 



46, (original) The apparatus of claim 43 wherein the infonmation associated with 



each feature includes indicia of whether tl 



e feature is active or inactive. 



47. (original) The apparatus of claim 43; wherein the set top box is further capable to 



.jjherei 



update the indicia of whether the feature' is active or inactive based upon the 
command signal received from the user input device. 



16- 
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48. (original) The apparatus of claim 43 wjierein the information associated with 
each feature includes information about a rji executable application that is invoked 
when the feature is active and when the i}r>eT selects the feature. 



wherein the set top box is further capable to 

I, 

e application based upon the command 



49. (original) The apparatus of claim 43 
update the infomnation about an executab 
signal received from the user input device 

50. (canceled) 



51 . (cun^ently amended) The apparatus'pf. claim 43 wherein the set top box is further 
capable to update the room identifier [[narri'e]] associated with the room l ocat i on , 

i 
I 

52. (currently amended) The apparatus^of claim 43 wherein the set top box storage 
is further capable to store indicia of wheth&r at least one of the plurality of room 
identifiers l ocations is password protected 

53. (currently amended) The apparatus'of claim 43 wherein the set top box storage 
is further capable to store a password assjociated with one of the room identifiers 
plura l ity of locations , 

54. (currently amended) The apparatus, of claim 43 wherein the set top box is further 

I 

! 

capable to provide user access to each ofjthe plurality of features associated with 



1, 
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one of the room identifiers p l ura l ity of l ocations that is password protected, if the 



121023 



interpretation of the command signal received from the user input device results in a 
determination that the user has entered the, password associated with the one of the 
room identifiers plura l ity of l ocat i ons . 

55, (currently amended) The apparatus cf claim 43 wherein the information 
associated with each of a plurality of featurjes is stored in a settings table comprising 

I; 

a plurality of table entries, each table entry j'associated with one of the plurality of 
features and further associated with one ofthe room identifiers p l urality of locotionG . 



56. (original) The apparatus of claim 43 v\^herein: the set top box is further capable 
to: 

determine which of the plurality of features are active; and 



format the television screen layout 
features that are active. 



D include features of the plurality of 



57. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 43 wherein the set top box is further 
capable to: 

determine which features of the pli/rality of features are associated with one of 
the room identifiers p l ura l ity of l ocat i on s; 



determine which features of the plu 
of the njom identifiers 



^ality of features associated with [[the]] one 



i; 

lare active; and 



18! 
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format a television screen layout including those features associated with the 



one of the room identifiers plurglity of locat 



58. (currently amended) A method of providing a home-style user interface to a user 



of an interactive television system, the me 



identifier corresponding to a physical room in a home 



foRS that are also active- 



hod comprising: 



displaying an interactive menu haviri'q a plurality of room identifiers, each room 



in response to a selection of a room! identifier, dislplaying at least one active 



ii 



identifier one of a plura l ity of tho uoor'Q 



feature associated with the selected room 
surround i ng locations ; 

accepting user input including a selisiction of one of the at least one active 
feature; and 

invoking an executable application associated with the selected active feature^ 
the executable application occurririq withini'the interactive television system rather 



than the corresponding physical room . 



59- (currently amended) The method of claim 58, further comprising: 

h 

displaying indicia of each of; the plurality of ipom identifiers location s that has 



at least one associated active feature; andj; 

accepting user input including a se 
room identifiers locat i ons that has at least 



ection of indicia for one of the plurality of 

i' '; 

one associated active feature; 



and wherein: 



1i: 
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the displaying of the indicia of each 
displaying each active feature associated 
te cations . 



of the plurality of active features comprises 
vtlth the selected one of the room identifiers 



60. (cun-ently amended) An article of manufacture, coniprising 
a machine-readable medium having 
display an interactive menu having 



@025 



stored thereon instructions to: 
a Diuralitv of room identifiers, each room 



identifier corresponding to a physical room 



in response to a selection of a room 



feature associated with the selected room 



I 

t e l e vi si on oystem us e r's e veryday currounb l ngs ; 



in a home: 



identifier display at least one active 



identifier one bf a plura l ity of a int e ragt i v e 



accept user input including a selection of one of the at least one active feature; 



invoke an executable application asisociated \AAith|the selected active feature^ 



and 



the executable application occurring withimlthe interactive television system rather 



than the corresponding physical room . 



61 . (currently amended) The article of manufacture ^ 
machine-readable medium having stored 
further comprises instructions to: 

display indicia of each of the pluralijlly of room identifiers loc a tions that has at 
least one associated active feature; and 



20! 



of claim 60 [[61]] wherein the 
lereon instructions: 
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accept user input including a selecton of indicia for one of the plurality of room 
identifiers locations that has at least one associated active feature; and 



[g|026 



wherein the instruction to display of 



an instruction to display each active featurp associated with the selected one of the 
room identifiers locations . 



62, (currently amended) An apparatus fo 



he plurality of active features comprises 



providing a home-style user interface to a 



user of an interactive television system, the apparatus comprising 



means for displaying an interactive 



each room identifier corresponding to a physical room in a home_ 



inenu having L plurality of room Identifiers. 



means for displaying at least one active feature associated with the selected 
room identrfier in response to a selection of a room ideniffier on e of a p l urality of th e 



at least one active feature; and 

communicatively coupled to the sele?ction means 
executable application associated with the 



osor's surround i ng l ocation s; 

communicatively coupled to the disblay means, means for selecting one of the 



application occurring within the interactive! television system rather than the 



corresponding physical room . 



means for invoking an 
selected acti</e feature , the executable 



63. (currently amended) A method of customizing a 
provided for a user of an interactive television system, 
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Storing a status indicator for each o" 



of a plurality room identifiers, each room identifier con"espondinq t o a physical room 



®027 



at least one feature associated with one 



in a home of th o user's surround i ng locatiohs , the status 



indicator including 



information about whether the feature is active or inactive; 

displaying setup indicia associated yvith the feature, the setup indicia including 
the status indicator information about whether the featurje is active or inactive; 
selecting the setup indicia associated with the feature; [[and]] 
updating the status indicator for the 
inactive to active , and 

invoking an executable application ^associated wi^h the feature when the 



feature from active to inactive, or from 



;iJii 



feature is active, the executable applicatidn occurring wrthin the interactive television 



system rather than the con^espondinq ph 



)hvi ; 



64. (currently amended) An article of manufacture 
a machine-readable medium having 
store a status indicator for each of 

identifier, each room identifier corresponding 



ical room. 



, corfiprising: 
stored thereon instructions to: 
at least one feature associated with room 
to a phvs cal room in a home on e of a 



plu r a lity of an int e ractiv e t e l e vis i on sy s t' e rn u se r's su r r ounding l ocations , the status 
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indicator including information about whether the feature is active or inactive; 

display setup indicia associated wi 
status indicator information about whether 

accept user input including a selection of the setilp Indicia associated with the 
feature; [[and]] 



h the feature, 
the feature is 
c 

I 



the setup indicia including the 
active or inactive; 
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Update the status indicator for the felature from active to inactive, or from 
inactive to active , and 

invoke an executable application associated with the featu re when tlie feature 
is active, the executable application ociuina within the interactive t elevision svstem 



rather than the corresponding phvsical Iroom . 



65. (currently annended) An apparatus for 



user of an interactive television system 



with room identifiers, each room identifier 



providing a home-style user interface to a 



the apparatus comprising: 



means for storing a status indicatOR jfor each of at least one feature associated 



corresponding to a phvsical room in a 



home one of a plurality of 4h o - usQr's surrounding l ocatiQ Bs. the status indicator 



including infonmation about whether the feature is active or inactive; 



communicatively coupled to the 
indicia associated with the feature, the 



information about whether the feature is active or inactive; 



! 

stqifage means, means for displaying setup 



se 



lip ii 



p indicia including the status indicator 



communicatively coupled to the dis 
indicia associated with the feature; [[and]] 

communicatively coupled to the 
status indicator for the feature from active 

invoking an executable application 



svstem without occurring within the coilinesponding phvsical room 
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play means, means for selecting the setup 



selection means, means for updating the 
o inactive, or from inactive to activ e: and 
associated with the feature when the 



feature is active, the executable application occurring within the interactive television 
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